
REPORT #433624

1956 Ford Thunderbird

This Ford ran and drove with some other issues of note. This looked to be an older restoration. I did
not see the Ford or Car-lite mark on any of the glass. The wipers seem to have a vacuum issue,
more diagnosis needed. I noted marks on the hard top. There are minor misc scratches around the
vehicle. Most too small to see in photos. The paint could use a polish and buff. The paint is thin and
shows some dirt below the rear deck lid and around the turn signals in front. There are several
areas of rust including the left door edge and right rear quarter panel at the front of the skirt. In noted
some rust on the quarter panels. I noted a rub mark on windshield, passenger side. The doors show
rust at the bottoms.

Inside I noted the seats show some pad breakdown. The carpet is faded. I noted no smoke or odd
odors. The windows and gauges worked. The door panels and interior looked good overall.

The engine shows active oil leaks, possibly from the drain pan. The engine should be pressure
washed off and rechecked to verify source of the leak or all leaks. The exhaust system has an
audible leak.

May need valve adjustment as the lifters seem to tick. When first starting the engine, there was an



upper end knock that was consistent with lifter noise. The noise went away after approximately 10
seconds. This may be normal for this vehicle, but should be monitored. An engine on a cold start
can do this if the vehicle has been sitting for a period of time. If the vehicle is started a few hours
later, it should not make this noise. If it is still making this noise, then there is an issue and the upper
end of the engine will need to be disassembled for further diagnosis. The transmission and clutch
worked well. The vehicle handed and braked well given its age.

Please see below for pictures and more info.

Vehicle Info
Year - 1956

Make - Ford

Model - Thunderbird

Mileage - 54264

Transmission - Manual

VIN Number - M6FH188545

Stock Number - n/a

Interior - Leather

Interior Color - White

Body Color - Black

Engine - 8 Cylinder

Drive Type - Rear Wheel Drive

Fuel Type - Gas

Engine Number - n/a

Transmission Number - n/a

Exterior
Wiper Blades ✖

The wipers seem to have a vacuum issue, more diagnosis needed.
Body Alignment ✔

Scratches ✖

I noted marks on the hard top. There are minor misc scratches around
the vehicle. Most too small to see in photos.
Dings ✔

Dents ✔

Paint Condition ✖

The paint could use a polish and buff. The paint is thin and shows some
dirt below the rear deck lid and around the turn signals in front.
Body Seals ✔

Rust ✖

There are several areas of rust including the left door edge and right
rear quarter panel at the front of the skirt.
Exterior Lights ✔

Door Mirrors ✔

Bumpers ✔

Side Moldings ✔

Convertible Top ✔

Frame Damage ✔

Glass ✖

I noted a rub mark on windshield, passenger side.
Body Filler? ✔

Hood ✔

Doors ✖

The doors show rust at the bottoms.
Floors ✔

Rockers ✔

Quarter Panels ✖

In noted some rust on the quarter panels.

Mechanical
Air Filter ✔

Battery Condition ✔

Charging System ✔

Cooling Fan Condition ✔

Radiator Cap Sealing Properly ✔

Hoses ✔

Radiator ✔

Engine Coolant ✔

Coolant Leaks ✔

Belts ✔

Engine Oil ✔

Engine Fluid Leaks ✖

The engine shows active oil leaks, possibly from the drain pan. The
engine should be pressure washed off and rechecked to verify source of
the leak or all leaks.
Transmission Leaks ✔

Brake System ✔

Brake Fluid Leaks ✔

Differential leaks ✔

Muffler System ✖

The exhaust system has an audible leak.
CV Joints and Axles ✔

Shocks and bushings ✔

Ball Joints and Tie Rods ✔

Road Test
Road Test ✔

Engine Performance ✖

May need valve adjustment as the lifters seem to tick. When first
starting the engine, there was an upper end knock that was consistent
with lifter noise. The noise went away after approximately 10 seconds.
This may be normal for this vehicle, but should be monitored. An engine
on a cold start can do this if the vehicle has been sitting for a period of
time. If the vehicle is started a few hours later, it should not make this
noise. If it is still making this noise, then there is an issue and the upper
end of the engine will need to be disassembled for further diagnosis.
Transmission performance ✔

Clutch Performance ✔

Differential Performance ✔

Wheel Bearing Performance ✔

Braking Performance ✔

Suspension Performance ✔

Steering Performance ✔

Engine Starting ✔

TIRES/WHEELS
Spare Tire ✔

Tire Manufacturer



Chrome ✔

Interior
Steering Wheel ✔

Horn ✔

Seat Condition ✖

The seats show some pad breakdown.
Inner Door Panels ✔

Window Function ✔

Dash ✔

Sun Visors ✔

Dash Lights ✔

Dash Gauges ✔

Heater ✔

Carpet ✖

The carpet is faded.
Floor Mats ✔

Cigarette Use ✔

Unusual Odors ✔

Blower Motor ✔

Interior Trim ✔

Inner Trunk ✔

Driver's Front - No Name

Passenger's Front - No Name

Driver's Rear - No Name

Passenger's Rear - No Name

Tire Size
Driver's Front - no/info/on/sidewall

Passenger's Front - no/info/on/sidewall

Driver's Rear - no/info/on/sidewall

Passenger's Rear - no/info/on/sidewall

Tire Condition
Driver's Front - No Issues

Passenger's Front - No Issues

Driver's Rear - No Issues

Passenger's Rear - No Issues

Wheel Condition
Driver's Front - No Issues

Passenger's Front - No Issues

Driver's Rear - No Issues

Passenger's Rear - No Issues

Tire Tread
Driver's Front - 8/32

Passenger's Front - 8/32

Driver's Rear - 8/32

Passenger's Rear - 8/32


